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Background and S i gn i fi c anc e 
The purpose of this paper is t o examine trends and c hange s 
in t he pat t erns o f b l ac k - white housing segregatio n in the ci ty o f 
St . Louis between 19 80 and 1988 . The 1988 Dress Rehearsal Cen -
sus , conduc ted in St . Louis city in preparation f o r the 1990 Cen -
sus of Population and Housing, o ffers a unique opportunity to 
assess recent trends in black-white housing segregation in St . 
Louis city. 
sequences . 
Housing segregation has number of serious con-
It deprives Black Americans of opportunities in a 
number of ways (Massey, Condran, and Denton , 1987). Housing 
segregation makes it difficult for Black Americans to accumulate 
wealth, by reducing the extent to which they can build up equity 
in their homes (Leadership Council f o r Metropolitan Open Com-
munities , 198 7). It raises black unemployment relative to that 
o f whites , by excluding blacks from the areas with most rapidly-
growing employment opportunities ( Farley, 1987a; Alexis and 
DiTomaso , 1983; Leadership Council for Metropolitan Open Com-
munities, 198 7 ; Lichter, 1988). It contributes to schoo l 
segregation and the need for busing in order to desegregate 
schools, since segregated neighborhoods lead to segregated 
schools so long as school attendance is based on neighborhood 
(Wilson and Taeuber , 1978; Farley , 1984a) . This problem has 
specific ally been noted with respect to school segregation in St . 
Louis (Orfield, 1981 ) . From a broader perspective, racial hous-
ing segregation contributes to poor race relations and the per-
petuation o f racial pre j udi c e, by i nhi bit i ng contac t betwee n the 
races of a type that would fo s ter mo re pos itive i nte rgroup r ela -
tio ns ( Deutsch and Collins, 1951; Ha rding et al., 1969) . 
Previous research has s hown that racial segregat ion in t he 
United States was very persistent during the perio d 1950 -19 70 
(Van Valey , Roof , and Wilcox , 1977 ; Schnare, 1977), and that on 
the national level, modest declines in s egregation occurred be -
tween 1970 and 1980 (Jakubs, 1986; Massey and Denton, 1987 ; 
1988a ) . Despite these modest declines, average levels of 
segregation remained quite high, particular in large midwestern 
central cities such as St. Louis (Farley, 1987b; Jakubs , 1986) . 
Specifically, St. Louis is among a group of cities, largely in 
the Midwest , which 1 .) s how no significant decrease in the i r 
level of segregation and 2 . ) are among the most segregated of all 
cities in the United States ( Farley, 1983 ; Jakubs , 1986; Massey 
and Denton , 198 7). Modest declines in segregation did take place 
in St. Louis suburbs between 1970 and 1980 , but there was no sig-
nificant decline in segregation in the city ( Farley , 1983 ; Massey 
and Denton , 1988). In this respect, St . Louis is fairly typical 
of large, racially-mixed cities in the Midwest and Northeast, 
which are, on the average, the most segregated c ities (Massey and 
Denton, 1989; 1988a; 1987). However , the level of segregation in 
St. Louis is above average, even for these relatively-segregated 
c ities. In fact, St. Louis is one of ten metropolitan areas 
identified by Massey and Denton (1989) as "hypersegregated,' 
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based on consistent high scores across five i ndicators of 
segregation. 
It has also been demonstrated , in St. Louis and elsewhere , 
that segregation in 1980 and earlier yea rs is not the product of 
b l ack inability t o afford living in predominantly white areas 
( Farley , 1986; Darden, 1987; De nton and Massey, 1988; Kain ; 19 87; 
Hermalin and Farley, 197 3; Taeuber and Taeuber, 1965), nor does 
it reflect a preference on the part of blacks to live in all-
black neighborhoods (R. Farley, et al. , 1978; 1979; Lake, 1981; 
Darden, 1987). Rather, evidence suggests strongly that this 
segregation is a product of various racially discriminatory prac-
tices and processes (Pearc e , 1976; Lake , 1981; Leadership Council 
f o r Metropolitan Open Communities, 1987)_ 
The 1988 Dress Rehearsal Census represents a unique oppor-
tunity to examine the trend in segregation between blacks and 
whites between the 1980 and 1990 c ensuses. ???????????? data on 
the distribution within cities o r metropolitan areas o f blacks 
and whites, which are required for the measurement of segrega-
tion, are only available from the decennial census. However, as 
part of the preparations for the 1990 c ensus, the Bureau of the 
Census conducted a complete Dress Rehearsal Census in the c ity of 
St. Louis in 1988, which allows measurement o f the level of 
residential segregation between blacks and whites in that year. 
The purpose of the present paper is to determine the level of 
segregation in 1988 using multiple indicators of segregation , and 
thereby to assess the extent to which segregation has persisted 
o r c hanged in St Louis city since 1980. 
Procedures/ Methodology 
This paper a nalyzes the 1988 segregation pattern in St. 
Louis using three indicators of segregation. The first measure 
is the index of dissimilarity, or D (Taeuber and Taeuber, 1965) 
for blacks and whites in the city, which was computed using cen-
sus tract data. This measure , which is sometimes referred to 
simply as the segregation index , indicates the extent to which 
blacks and whites live in separate neighborhoods from one 
another, and is not sensitive t o the r elative proportion of 
blacks and whites in the city's population (Taeuber and Taeuber, 
1965; Lieberson a nd Carter , 1982 ) . It can r a n ge from 0 (no 
segregation) to 100 (complete segregation ) . At 0, every census 
tract has the same mix of blacks and whites as the city as a 
whole; at 100 , every tract is either all-black o r all-white. The 
i ndex of dissimilarity can be interpreted as follows: it indi-
cates the percentage of either racial group who would have to 
move to a different census tract in o rder to attain a situation 
of no segregation. 
The second measure is the exposure or P* ??????? which is 
calculated separately f o r black exposure to whites ( bP*v) and 
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white exposure to blacks (wP*b). bP*w measures the extent to 
Which blacks have opportunities for exposure to whites within 
their neighborhood, and wP*b measures the extent to which whites 
have opportunities for exposure to blacks (Lieberson and Carter , 
1982; Massey and Denton, 1988b; Schnare, 1977; Farley, 1984b). 
Unlike the index of dissimilarity, exposure indices are in-
fluenced by the overall racial mix of the city's population. In 
other words , whites living in a city with a high percentage of 
blacks will, all else being equal, have a greater likelihood of 
neighborhood exposure to blacks than whites living in a city with 
very few blacks. While this may in some regards be viewed as a 
drawback of this index, it also has the advantage of more ac-
curately capturing the potentially very different neighborhood 
experiences of blacks and whites (Lieberson and Carter , 1982). 
Exposure indices are interpreted as follows: black exposure to 
whites shows the proportion of whites in the average black 
person's census tract, and white exposure to blacks shows the 
proportion of ???????in the average white person's tract. Like 
any mean, the exposure index may or may not reflect the typical 
black or white person's experience; to some extent it is a 
product of averaging extremes (e.g. black people who live in 
nearly all-white tracts with black people who live in nearly all-
black tracts). Nonetheless, it is a good indicator of the over-
all average probability of neighborhood contact with the other 
racial group. Were there no segregation whatsoever, black ex-
posure to whites would equal the percent white in the city's 
population, while whi te exposure t o blacks wou ld equal the per-
cent black. In the case o f total segregation, both exposure in-
dices would equal zero. Closely related to exposure indices are 
i?tegration indices ( blw and wlb), whic h s hows the exposure i ndex 
relative to the maximum possible exposure index. This index , f o r 
eac h group, ranges from 0 (total segregation ) to 100 ( maximum 
possible exposure). 
In addition to analyzing segregation and exposure indices, 
this paper will also address the distribution of the city's black 
and white populations among census tracts of various racial com-
positions. Historically, St. Louis city has had a particularly 
high proportion of its population in racially exclusive neighbor-
hoods (Farley, 1984b ; Taeuber , 1983). In 1980, over 62% of 
whites in the city lived in census tracts that were less than 1% 
blac k . Also, 58% of the city's blacks lived in tracts that were 
more than 95% black ( Farley, 1984b). Thus, through 1980, St. 
Louis city was characterized by a very high level of racial ex-
clusivity. In the suburbs, there was a substantial decline in 
the p?oportion of both blacks and whites who lived in racial l y 
exclusive neighborhoods between 1970 and 1980, but in the city, 
no sizeable decline occurred. Thus, a third key question to be 
addressed by this research is the extent to which these patterns 
of racial exclusivity persisted in the city through the 1980s. 
6 
Findings 
The racial composition of St. Louis city from 1970 through 
1988 is shown in Table 1. As the table shows, there has been 
little change since 1980, and whites remain a narrow majority of 
the city's population. Both the black and white populations of 
the city have fallen in both the 1970s and the 1980s, but the 
rate of decline has been less in the 1980s. Because the white 
population has declined faster than the black population (largely 
because white outmigration has been offset by natural increase to 
a lesser extent than black outmigration), the black percentage 
has risen modestly, but this trend has slowed during the 1980s, 
as the rate of population decline became very similar for blacks 
and whites. 
Index of Dissimilarity. The index of dissimilarity (D) for 
blacks and whites in the city is shown in Table 2. For the total 
population, the table also includes indices from each decennial 
census beginning with 1940, and for 1988, indices are also shown 
separately for the populations 17 and under and 18 and over. The 
only earlier indices computed by age were for children 5-17 in 
1980. Table 2 reveals that there was a modest decline of 4 
points in black-white segregation as measured by D in St. Louis 
city between 1980 and 1988. Though this is a very modest decline 
of less than 5%, it is the case nonetheless that there was more 
change in segregation between 1980 and 1988 than had taken place 
in the entire preceding 40 years. This may indicate the begin-
nings of change in what has been one of the most persistent pat-
terns of segregation of any major U.S. city. Nonetheless, a com-
parison with the national data shown in Table see par-
ticularly the average for central cities in row (3) - reveals 
that St. Louis today remains considerably more segregated than 
the average large city was in 1980. Indeed, the difference is a 
full 10 points. If segregation has declined in other large 
cities, then· the difference between St. Louis and the average 
large city is more than 10 points. Thus, while there may be the 
beginnings of change, St. Louis remains a very h i ghly segregated 
city, even after the slight decline that has taken place in the 
1980s. This is even more the case if one views the results in an 
absolute sense, independent of comparison with other cities. In 
this sense, it is significant to note that the city of St . Louia 
remains about four-fifths of the way toward the segregated end of 
the scale. At the present rate of change, it would take until 
the year 2050 for the city to reach even the mid-point between 
total segregation and no segregation (i.e. aD of 50). 
As segregated as the overall population of St. Louis is , its 
children are even more segregated. While the overall D for St. 
Louis in 1988 was 79.8, D for persons 17 and under was more than 
two ???????higher, at 82.0 (Table 2) . This is consistent with 
earlier analySes indicating that the school age population is 
more segregated than the population as a whole (Farley, 1984a; 
Wilson and Ta e ube r , 19 78) , and illustrates t he e xtent t o wh ich 
housing segregatio n r e ma i n s a barrier to schoo l integrat ion , a nd 
necessitates bu s ing if s uc h integrati on i s t o occur . A po int o f 
slight e ncou rageme nt is that s e g regation a mo ng c hildren declined 
mo re than did overall seg regati on between 1980 and 1988, but 
c hildren nonetheless remain more s egregated than e i ther adults o r 
the p opulation as a whole . 
Exposure Indic es . Exposure indices are shown in Table 4. 
Like D, these indices indicate a slight change in the direction 
o f greater interracial neighborhood contact since 1980. Both 
bP*w and wP*b inc reased by 2 points since 1980, indicating in-
c reased average interracial exposure. Nonetheless, both figures 
are very l ow , considering the approximate 52 -46 racial mix of the 
c ity as a whole. This is reflected in the integration indices 
( i . e. exposure relative to the maximum possible level), shown in 
Table 5. Fo r both blacks and whites, the level of exposure is 
only 28 to 29% of its possible level . Even though the city has 
an almost equal number of blacks and whites, most blacks live in 
areas with few whites, and most whites live in areas with few 
blacks. Again , though, the exposure and integration indices show 
that there may be a slight c hange in the historical persistence 
of segregation in St. Louis . There was little change in ex-
posure, either abso lutely or relative to the po ssible amount, be -
tween 1970 and 1980. However, since 1980 f o r both blacks and 
whites, there was a two point increase in the absolute level of 
the exposure inde x, and about a f our to five po int inc r e a s e in 
the integration index, which measures e xposure relative to t h e 
maximum poss ible level of exposure. Thus , these indic es s ugge s t 
a picture similar to that indicated by the index o f 
dissimilarity: blacks and whites in St. Louis remain very i so -
l ated from one another , but not quite as isolated as they have 
been for several de c ades in the rec ent past . 
Comparisons with other cities based on exposure indices 
again suggest that St. Louis is quite segregated compared to 
other large cities . As shown in Table 3 , the national average 
bP*w for 59 large central c ities was . 298 , more than double the 
~t. Louis level . However , bec ause P* indice s are sensitive to 
r ac i a l composition , this is no t an ent i rely appr opria te com-
par i son . Any nation a l compa r ison on the basis of P* i ndices i s 
diff i c ult f o r t h is reason, a nd a mo re appropria t e compa r ison ma y 
be t o large cities with l arge black populations. Massey and Den-
t o n (1988a ) report that, among large non-Southern cities with 
large black p opulations, as is the c ase in St. ??????? black e x-
??????? to whites tend s to be quite low. Such c ities, however, 
a re a lso c haracte ri zed by the str onge s t patterns of segr e gation. 
Amon g t h e six No r t he rn c i t i e s wit h t he l a r gest blac k populations , 
fo r e x a mple , a ll exce pt New York are i n c luded a l ong wit h St. 
Louis among the c ities identified by Massey and Denton (1 989 ) as 
hypersegregated, based on five distinc t measures of segregation. 
Thus, St. Louis e xhibits a pattern of extreme racial isolation 
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that is in fact quite typical of large, non-Southern cities with 
large black populations, all of which tend to be very highly 
segregated 
There are differences in the extent of isolation among dif-
ferent age groups , as shown in Table 6. These differences are 
greater among blacks than among whites, and are in the opposite 
direction. Among whites, adults experience slightly less neigh-
borhood exposure to blacks their age on the average than do 
?????????? but the difference is not large. Black children, 
however, experience a good deal less neighborhood exposure to 
whites their age than do black adults. In fact, black children 
are more isolated from interraci.al nei.ghborhood contact in their 
age group than either black adults or whites of any age, with an 
exposure index of just 10. The rather extreme racial isolation 
of black children reflects two realities. One, which we have al-
ready seen, is that children as a group are more segregated than 
the population as a whole. The other relates to the effect of 
racial composition on neighborhood interracial exposure. While 
the total population of St. Louis is about 46% black, the popula-
tion 17 and under is about 61% black. This larger proportion of 
blacks means that there are relatively fewer white children in 
the c i ty with whom to have · contact. When one adds in the 
aforementioned fact that children are more segregated than 
adults, the result is extreme racial isolation among black 
children. When one combines this racial isolation of black 
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children with the relative absence o f quality educat ion and 
legitimate economic opportunities in inner city black ne i ghbor-
h oods ( see Massey, Condran, and Denton, 1987 ) , and wi th the i n -
creasing concentration of black poverty in such neighbo rhood s 
(Wilson , 1987) , the possibility that racial isolation may be ad-
ding to the severe restriction of opportunities for St. Louis's 
black young people becomes quite clear. 
Census Tract Racial Composition. Table 7 shows the percentage 
of blacks and of whites who live in tracts of varying racial com-
positions . An examination of this table, particularly the first 
three rows in the right half of the table , reveals the main 
reason for the modest decline in segregation in the city between 
1980 and 1988 . There is a very clear dec rease in the percentage 
of whites living in exclusively white areas . In 1980, over 62% 
of whites in the city lived in census tracts with less than 1% 
blacks; by 1988 , this had fallen sharply to only about 37% of 
whites. For the most part, this represented a shift into situa-
tions where the trac t was heavily but not exc lusively white . The 
absolute decline in the percentage of whites living in ex-
c lusively white (i.e. less than 1% black) tracts was 25 perc ent-
age points ; the absolute increase in the percentage living in 
tracts of 1 to 4.99% black was almost 13 percentage points , and 
the absolute increase i n tracts of 5 to 24 . 99% blac k was 11 per-
centage points . Aside from these changes, there were few large 
scale changes in the distribution of either blacks or whites . 
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There was a modest inc rease i n the percentage o f blac ks l i ving in 
tracts in every category below 80% blac k, and a s izeable decl ine 
in the percentage of blacks living i n tracts from 80 to 94.99% 
blac k. It is this change that accounts for the slight incre ase 
in black exposure to whites . However, at the other e xtreme, 
there were actually somewhat ????????blacks living in tracts that 
are more than 95% black. In fact, while part of the decline in 
blacks living in 80 to 94.99% black neighborhoods resulted from a 
shift to more integrated neighborhoods, some of it also resulted 
from a shift into exclusively black neighborhoods . 
suggest the following conclusions: 
These trends 
1. S ignificantly fewer whites than in the past are living 
in situations o f total rac ial iso lation. However, most 
whites in the city continue to live in neighborhoods that 
are overwhelmingly white, and despite the dec line, about one 
out of three still live in neighborhoods that are, for all 
practical purposes , exclusive ly white. 
2. There is a slight inc rease in the proportion of blacks 
living in racially mixed neighborhoods ( i.e . less than 80% 
black), and at least a small increase appears to have oc-
curred across the full range of mixes . 
3. Despite the two above conclusions, the proportion of 
blacks living in near-total racial isolation increased, ap-
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parently because some neighborhoods s hifted from the 80 - 95% 
black category in to the 95 to 100% category . Thus, while 
many blacks experienced slightly more neighborhood exposure 
to whites, the number lacking in such exposure also in-
creased. 
The shifts described above represent, to a large extent, two 
kinds of change in neighborhood composition. First, it would ap-
pear that in a number of neighborhoods that had been exclusively 
white, a few blacks moved in, thus moving the percentage black 
into the 1-5% range or in some cases, into the more significantly 
mixed 5-25% range. A review of population change in tracts that 
were less than 1% black in 1980 reveals that this is what hap-
pened. In fifteen tracts that had fewer than 1% black popula-
tions in 1980, the population was in the 1 - 25% black category 
in 1988 (in all but one of these cases, it was between 1% and 
12%). These tracts were in the south part of the city; generally 
in the parts of south St. Louis relatively closer to downtown 
(see Map 1). (The rest of the tracts that were less than 1% 
black in 1980 remained less than one percent ??????? in 1988 , as 
shown in Map 2.) Second, it would appear that some areas that 
had been overwhelmingly but not exclusively black moved in the 
direction of becoming exclusively black, shifting from the 80-95% 
range into the 95 to 100% range. 
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Changes in Outmigration and Tract Rac ia l Composition While 
Table 7 shows the proportion of people living in t r acts of 
various compositio ns , we can also shed light on the process by 
examining the number and distribution of tracts in various 
c ategories, as is done in Table 8 and Maps 3 and 4. Table 8 shows 
the expected dec rease in exclusively white tracts, increases in 
the number o f trac ts i n all but o ne of the categories between 1% 
and 80% black, a dec rease in the 80-95% black category, and an 
increase in the 95-100% black category . Several tracts that were 
already racially-mixed in 1980 had modest increases in the per-
centage black during the 1980s, but these increases were not 
drastic: usually a shift o f less than fifteen percentage points; 
almost invariably less than twenty-five. As shown on Map 5 , most 
o f these tracts are located either in the inner part of the cor-
ridor just south of I-44 , or between I-70 and the Mississippi 
River. In a few mixed tracts in the central corridor just north 
o f U.S. 40 , the percentage white increased . 
Notably, the decrease in the number of tracts less than 1% 
black represents a continuation of the 1970s trend. Paradoxi-
cally, during the 1970s the number of exclusively white trac ts 
fell while the proportion of whites living in them did not fall 
appreciably; in contrast during the 1980s , both fell substan-
tially. The explanation for this change probably lies in the 
muc h more rapid white population dec line in the 1970s as compared 
to the 1980s. In the 1970s context of rapid white out-migration 
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and slower black out-migration, the number of exclusively white 
tracts fell, but the percentage of whites living in them did not, 
because the total white population fell in rough proportion with 
the number of exclusively white tracts. During this time, it ap-
pears that when blacks entered a census tract, it rather quickly 
shifted toward a predominantly black composition, reflecting the 
ci ty's growing black percentage and the then-rapid rate of white 
out-migration. Thus, between 1970 and 1980, the number of ex-
clusively white tracts fell by about 35% , the number of mixed 
tracts changed little, and the number of predominantly black (80% 
or more) tracts rose by about 25% . 
In contrast , the pattern of outmigration was quite different 
between 1980 and 1988, and this resulted in a different pattern 
of change in the racial composition of tracts. During this 
period, the white outmigration and population decline were much 
smaller than in the preceding decade, and the white and black 
populations by now were declining at very similar rates (albeit 
slower, especially for whites). In this new context, the number 
of exclusively white tracts again fell by about 35%, but the num-
ber of predominantly black (80% or more) tracts stayed exactly 
the same (though some of them shifted from predominantly to al-
most exclusively black). This time, the big increase was in the 
number of tracts in the categories between 1% black and 25% black 
(and in all but one of these cases, between 1% and 12% black) -
i.e. predominantly but not exclusively white areas. In a context 
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of slower white out-migration during the 1980s, there was a les-
ser tendency for tracts to undergo rapid racial c hange once they 
had become minimally integrated . To summarize, the 1970s were 
marked by shrinkage of exclusively white areas and growth of 
predominantly black areas. The 80s have continued to see 
shrinkage of exclusively white areas, but growth has been in the 
number of predominantly white but at least minimally integrated 
areas. 
Conclusions 
In a city where segregation has been as virulent and un-
changing as it has been in St. Louis ever since the beginning of 
World War II, even the smallest decline in segregation is a posi-
tive development. That smallest decline has now taken place, 
mainly because fewer whites now live in neighborhoods that are 
exclusively white. An important factor that has made this pas-
sible is the decline in the rate of white outmigration. Nonethe-
less, St. Louis is still an extremely segregated city, and the 
pace of change is agonizingly slow. Despite the small change, 
St. Louis today is a good bit more segregated than the average 
large city was at the beginning of the decade , and at the present 
rate of change, few if any St. Louisans will see a genuinely in-
tegrated city during their lifetimes . Moreover , considerable if 
not total racial isolation remains the norm for both blacks and 
whites: fewer than one out of five people in either racial group 
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lives in a neighborhood that is anywhere between one-fourth and 
four-fifths black . The majority of both blacks and whites live 
in tracts where the other race amounts to less than 5 percent of 
the population. Thus, the dominant feature of St. Louis segrega-
tion is not the small decline, positive though that decline is. 
Rather , the dominant feature is the persistence of a very high 
level of segregation . 
Moreover , despite some encouraging change, there is evidence 
of significant resistance to further change, particularly in 
those areas that are most exclusively white. In the city, all of 
the exclusively white tracts are located in the south part of the 
city. In May, 1988, shortly after the Dress Rehearsal Census was 
conducted , Regional Research and Development Services conducted a 
poll concerning racial attitudes in the greater St. Louis Area. 
The poll included an agree/disagree item , "Greater integration of 
the races in housing and neighborhoods would be a good thing." 
In most instances, items like this one that concern the principle 
of integration (in contrast to items relating to implementation 
o r governmental enforc ement of integration) produce very high 
levels of support for integration ( Schuman, Steeh , and Bobo, 
1985, pp. 73-86; Schuman and Bobo , 1988; Pettigrew , 1985 ; Kinder 
and Sears, 1981). In the case of South St. Louis, however, this 
item did not produce such strong support. In a geographic area 
that combined the southern part of the city with nearby areas in 
south St. Louis county, only 44.6% of survey respondents a?reed 
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with the statement, while 46.4% disagreed. This represents a 
stark contrast with the support for integration that such state-
ments typically elicit, and is far below even the 69.6% who 
agreed with t he statement in the balance of the St. Louis area. 
Thus, resistance to even the principle of residential integration 
appears unusually strong in s outh St. Louis. 
Finally, despite the signs of change discussed above, two 
aspects of the persistence of segregation in St. Louis are par-
ticularly noteworthy . First, there was actually a small increase 
in the proportion of blacks who live in neighborhoods that are 
almost exclusively black. Second, St . Louis's children remain 
more segregated than its adults, and black children are the most 
racially isolated age-race group in the city. Thus, racial 
separation remains the norm in St. Louis's housing patterns, and 
there is no one for whom it is more the norm than the city's 
young people, who represent its future. 
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Year 
1988 
1980 
1970 
Table 1. Racia l Compositio n of St. Louis City , 1970-1988. 
Total Population 
405 ,336 
453, 085 
6 22,236 
White Population Black Population 
212,286 
(52.4%) 
242,576 
(53 .5%) 
364,992 
(58.7%) 
187,324 
( 46.2% ) 
206,386 
(45.6%) 
254,191 
( 40.9%) 
Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census, 1989 . 
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Table 2. Black-White Segregation in St. Louis City, As Measured 
by Index of Dissimilarity (D) Based on Census Tract Data, 1960-88 
Year 
1988 
1980 
1970 
1960 
1950 
1940 
*Ages 5-17. 
Total Population 
79.8 
83.8 
83.8 
84.5 
86.0 
84 . 6 
Ages 17 & Under 
82.0 
87.0* 
n.a. 
n.a. 
Ages 18 & Over 
79.5 
n.a. 
n.a. 
n.a. 
Source: 1980 Indices are from Farley, 1984a. 1960 and 1970 in-
dices are from Van Valey, Roof, and Wilcox, 1977. 1950 and 1960 
indices are from Taeuber and Taeuber, 1965, p. 85 . The indices 
for 1950 and 1960 only are for households rather than in-
dividuals. In this table and all subsequent table, 1988 indices 
are computed from U.S. Bureau of the Census, 1989. 
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Table 3. Measures of Segregation for 1980 and 
National Averages. 
1960 
( 1) Mean D by Tract, all SMSAs for which 
data were available in that year 
( 2) Mean D by Tract, all SMSAs for which 
data were available all three years 
( 3) Mean D by Tract, 60 large SMSAs 
Central City 
Suburbs 
(4) Mean D by Tract, 38 large SMSAs 
Mean Exposure Indices 
( 5) 60 large SMSAs, tracts 1970 
1980 
76 
76 
Black to 
White 
.333 
.376 
(6) 59 large central cities, tracts, 1980 .298 
(7) Suburbs in 59 SMSAs, tracts, 1980 .628 
(8) 38 large SMSAs, tracts, 1980 .457 
Earlier, 
1970 1980 
69 59 
75 68 
79.2 69. 
69. 
57. 
80.1 71 .1 
White to 
Black 
. 040 
.053 
.053 
Sources: (1) and (2) Jakubs, 1986; (3) Massey and Denton, 1987; 
1988; (4) Taeuber et al., 1984; (5) Massey and Denton, 1987; (6) 
and (7) Massey and Denton, 1988; (8) Taeuber et al., 1984. 
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Table 4. Interracial Exposure Indices (P* Indices) for St. Louis 
City, Based on Census Tract Data, 1970-1988 
Year 
1988 
1980 
1970 
White Exposure to Blacks 
(wP*b) 
.13 
.11 
.10 
Black Exposure to Whites 
(bP*w) 
. 15 
. 13 
.14 
Sources of data for years prior to 1988: 1980 and 1970 indices 
are from Farley, 1984b. 
Year 
1988 
1980 
1970 
Table 5. Racial Integration Indices for Blacks and 
Whites based on Census Tract Data, 
St. Louis City, 1970-1988 
White Integration With 
Blacks (wlb) 
28.3 
23.9 
24.4 
Black Integration With 
Whites (b?w) 
28.8 
24.1 
23.7 
Sources of data for years prior to 1988: 1980 and 1970 indices 
computed from Farley, 1984b. 
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Table 6. Interracial Exposure Indices (P* Indices) by age f o r 
St. Louis City , 1988 
White Exposure to Blacks 
(wP*b) 
All ages 
17 and Under 
18 and Over 
.13 
.15 
.12 
24 
Black Exposure to Whites 
(wP*b) 
. 15 
.10 
.16 
Table 7. Distribution of Black and White Populations Among 
Census Tracts of Various Racial Compositions 
Percent 
Black in 
Tract 
Under 1 
1-4.99 
5-24.99 
25-49.99 
50-79.99 
80-94.99 
95-100 
Percent of Blacks 
Living in Tracts of This 
Percentage Black 
1988 1980 1970 
0. 1 0.2 0 .2 
0. 7 0.3 0. 2 
3. 6 1.7 3. 6 
9. 0 7.9 7. 7 
9. 2 6.7 10. 6 
14. 7 25. 1 18. 4 
62. 7 58.2 59. 3 
Percent of Whites 
Living in Tracts of This 
Percentage Black 
1988 1980 1970 
37.3 62.2 65. 3 
21.7 9.0 6 .0 
21.2 9.9 13. 8 
14.2 12 . 4 9. 8 
4.9 3.3 3. 0 
1.4 2 .4 1. 2 
0.8 0.8 0. 9 
Sources of data for years prior to 1988: 1970 and 1980 data are 
from Farley, 1984b. 
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Table 8. Number of Cen s us Tracts o f Various Racial 
Compositions. 1970- 1988 
Percent Number of 
Black in Tracts 
Tract 1988 1980 1970 
Less than 22 36 52 
1-4 .99 11 5 8 
5 - 24.99 13 10 16 
25 - 49.99 16 12 13 
50-79.99 10 8 8 
80-94.99 10 14 9 
95- 100 31 27 21 
Total 113 11 2 127 
26 
Map 1. 1988 Percent Black, Tracts That ?ere 
Less Than 1 Percent Black in 1980 And 
More Than 1 Percent Black in 1988 
27 
1988 Percent Black 
El 1.0 - 4.9% Black 
??5. 0 - 9 . 9% Black 
·1o. o - 14.9% Black 
15.0 - 25.0 Black 
Map 2. 1988 Percent Black, Tracts That Were 
Less Than 1 Percent Black in Bo th 1980 
and 1988 
28 
1988 Pe r cent Blac k 
0. 0.1 - 1. 0% Black 
No Blacks in Tract 
Map 3 . Perc ent Black, 1988 
D Less than 1 . 0 
El 1.0 - 4 . 99 
5 . 0 - 24.99 
25 . 0 
- 49.99 
50 . 0 - 79 . 99 
80 . 0 - 94.99 
95.0 - 98.99 
99.0 - 100.0 
29 
Map 4 . Percent Black, 1980 
D Less than 1. 0 
1.0 - 4.99 
5.0 - 24.99 
25.0 - 49 . 99 
• 50.0 - 79.99 80.0 - 94 . 99 
95.0 - 98.99 
99.0 - 100.0 
30 
Map 5. Per centage Poi nt Change in Percent Black, 
1980 - 1988 , For Tracts With Change of 5 
Per centage Points or Greater 
15 point or g r eat e r d_ecrease 
t o 14 . 9 point decrease 
to 14 . 9 point i ncr ease 
31 15 point or greater increase 
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